GEF Amazonas • Integrated and Sustainable Development of Transboundary Water and Land Resources considering Climate Variability and Change

GEF Amazonas is a UNEP-GEF implemented project that seeks to strengthen the institutional framework for planning and executing – in a coordinated manner – activities for the protection and sustainable management of the land and water resources of the Amazon River Basin
, while allowing for legitimate socio-economic development of the region.  In this context Amazon Cooperation Treaty Organization (ACTO) was assigned the role of enhancing the political, economic and social integration of the Amazon River Basin, essential to mitigate and avoid the increasing process of exploitation of the Basin’s resources, destruction of its biodiversity, and degradation of the quality of life of its fast growing population. Despite all the difficulties and obstacles in the complex process of creating a multinational agency, the political will of the Amazonian countries in establishing a mechanism for the common management of the resources of this important region is a clear statement and important first step toward identifying and implementing sustainable solutions to these urgent issues.

GEF Amazonas has been motivated by the need to:

· Mitigate the negative environmental and social impacts of the ongoing development process via a framework for joint action of a preventive nature, as well as in guiding the development process. 
· Support the movement by the Amazon countries toward the integrated management of their shared water resources via institutional development and strengthening for policy and activity coordination.

· Generate and exchange technical and scientific knowledge and information for the development of shared and harmonious legal regimes. 
· Identify current and emerging problems and finding joint solutions. 
· Engage all stakeholders into the process in a rational, efficient and appealing manner.
GEF Amazonas’ Goal is to:

· Implement effectively integrated water resources management and climate change adaptation responses, supported and based on a shared vision for the Amazon River Basin.
· Adopt integrated strategies into the institutional framework within the multi-country basin.
· Integrate groundwater considerations into land and water management.
· Optimize competing water uses on the basis of a Strategic Action Program—including policy, legal and institutional reforms and investments—needed to address transboundary concerns, inclusive of adaptation measures.
· Introduce climate variability and change considerations into Basin management policies and practices, thus reducing the vulnerability of peoples and ecosystems to extreme events.

� Following a 2003 initiative introduced by the Brazilian National Water Agency, and based on the results of a meeting of national focal points of the Inter-American Water Resources Network, ACTO - on behalf of the Amazon Basin countries-, and in collaboration with the Organization of American States, sought the support of the GEF –via UNEP as its implementing agency- to help develop a project proposal aimed at strengthening the institutional framework to effectively initiate integrated water resources management within the world’s largest hydrographic basin, in the context of climate variability and change.





